Public Hearing Notice
Land Use Development Application
Project Title:

Sky Retreat at Westwater rezone for Overnight Accommodations Overlay (OAO)Campground district

Project Address:

Grand County parcel no. 04-0025-0105 (Within Section 16, T20S, R25E,
SLB&M)

Project Description:

The application is for an OAO-/Campground rezone for a 40 acre parcel in the
Westwater area. The applicant proposes developing an off-grid educational
retreat centered on astronomy. The proposal includes plans for 16 cabins, one
common building with communal kitchen and two bathhouses as well as two
observation areas for stargazing. The applicant has processed the rezone
application in accordance with State and County regulation.

Project Applicant:

TBE, LLC is the property owner and the applicant

Public Hearing Information
County Commission
Date:
Tuesday, December 7th, 2021
Time:
4:00 PM or later
Location: Virtual on zoom with Meeting ID: 851 7082 0571 Password:
214317

Agenda Packet: www.grandcountyutah.net/AgendaCenter
__________________________
For more information contact the
Grand County Planning & Zoning Department
125 E. Center St.
Moab, Utah 84532
435-259-1343
A public hearing is a statutory requirement for some land use decisions. At a public hearing, members of the
public are provided a reasonable opportunity to comment on the subject of the hearing.
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Proposed Project & Information
Provided by Applicant
The Sky Retreat at Westwater (henceforth, “the retreat”) is conceived to be a small off-grid
development which combines the attributes of a campground with the outreach facets of
astronomy observatories and science museums. The retreat is intended for all audiences – no
prior knowledge of astronomy is required to visit and enjoy the night sky. The retreat will be
unique among astronomy destinations in that visitors can stay up late and then recuperate on
site without making long, bleary-eyed drives to their home or city-based overnight
accommodations.
The founder of the retreat, Mike Toomey, has been a Lifetime Member of the International DarkSky Association since 1998 (addendum 1). He has been involved in astronomy outreach at
museums, planetaria and observatories for 24 years. He serves on the board of two
philanthropic foundations benefiting natural sciences. These interests and expertise have
inspired the concept for the Sky Retreat at Westwater.
The development site for the retreat requires a unique set of criteria. The location must be
reasonably accessible yet in a relatively remote, undeveloped area with minimal light pollution.
The Westwater area possesses these qualities.
Impacts and Benefits
The Sky Retreat at Westwater will offer guests an opportunity to enjoy Grand County’s dark
skies and open spaces with negligible impact to vicinities around Moab. The remote location
makes day trips to Moab unlikely; a round-trip would require no less than 3 hours. Guests will
be encouraged to arrive at the retreat with the provisions necessary for the duration of their
stay, but if additional supplies are needed, a round trip to Fruita will take half the time.
(addendum 2)
The retreat will be consistent and compatible with land use in the area. The parcel under
consideration lies within a small pocket of private land parcels which are, for the most part,
surrounded by BLM. There has been little development in the area and none has occurred on
the properties immediately adjacent to this parcel. Adjoining landowners have demonstrated
that recreation is the best use of properties in the vicinity.
Development of the retreat will provide beneficial diversity in recreational opportunities and
expanded access to natural open spaces. The environs of Grand County are a popular
destination for outdoor enthusiasts but they can sometimes be inhospitable. The retreat would
expand access for visitors to spend time in a natural environment.
Commitment to Sustainability
The retreat will be developed with sustainable objectives, not the least of which will be to blend
into the environment. It will meet or exceed requirements of Grand County’s LUC. The off-grid
location will be self-contained in every way possible. It will generate 100% of its own power
primarily from a ground-mounted solar array.
.
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Vicinity Map
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