


Biocrust Information Sheet

It only takes a one-time compressional force (foot, tire, etc) to break the fragile filaments that hold biocrust 

together and destroy it. Plants are dependent on the soil stability that biocrust provides and without it, they die 

and denuded areas develop. These areas take decades to recover. 

Impact to soils during trail construction can be minimized by:

● Driving vehicles only on designated roads.
● Parking in previously disturbed areas where possible, and only pulling off the side of the road far 

enough to ensure safe, non-obstructive parking. 
● When walking cross-country is required, walking on durable surfaces such as rock and wash bottoms, 

rather than on soil.
● When walking on soil is unavoidable, avoiding areas of mature biocrust in favor of less developed 

biocrust communities (examples above).

Example of Mature Biocrust Area:



Example of Immature/Developing Biocrust Area:

Example of Impacted Area (compacted soils, vegetation loss):




